
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 8, 2017 

 

 

Members Present:  

Pastor Ron Schlak, Theresa Foster, Karen Tribbett, Julie Williams, Audrey Poffenberger, 

Melissa Schwalbe, Tim Panther, Tom Piston, Zane Poffenberger, Keith Lefler and Susan Layos.   

 

Susan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Audrey offered a devotion on the topic of faith.  

Melissa will do the devotion in September.   

 

Pastor Ron provided a short video presentation from the Mission Investment Fund.  This was 

provided as a result of Trinity’s participation in this Fund, and showed where the money goes to 

support the mission of the global Church.   

 

Roy Oswald was present to seek approval to conduct Tai Chi classes at Trinity.  There will be 

nine sessions (once per week) beginning in September.  The cost will be $20, most of which will 

go to Trinity.  Roy will use some funds to provide water to class participants.  After the 

presentation, Roy left the meeting, to allow for Council discussion.  Tom made a motion to allow 

Roy to conduct the classes; Keith seconded; all voted in favor.  Susan will notify Roy. 

 

Matt Iager was present to seek approval to purchase pew cushions.  He provided a sample and 

stated that the Iager family would like to purchase these as a donation to Trinity.  Everyone 

agreed that this was a great idea and thanked Matt. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

The Financial/Treasurer’s Reports were reviewed and approved as submitted.  Susan asked what 

should be done with the $41 remaining in Special Projects from the Easter Brunch.  It was 

suggested and agreed that this be used by the Outreach Committee for their expenses for 

Boonsboro Days. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

A written report was submitted.  Pastor Ron thanked the Council for allowing his paid vacation 

in September-October.  He also mentioned that he has met with other Pastors in the Boonsboro 

area, who are interested in re-instituting the joint service at Boonsboro Days.  Trinity will do the 

service in 2017, but further discussions will be held about future years. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Theresa provided an update on the Call Committee.  Three candidates were reviewed and 

determined not to be a good fit for Trinity.  We have asked the Synod for additional candidates. 

 

Susan asked if anyone was interested in serving as a Communication Connector with the Synod.  

Having no volunteers, Pastor Ron will ask the Congregation for interest. 

 



Susan met with the Micah’s Backpack Committee (Chuck Schwalbe, Lisha Bikle, and Sherry).  

The building for the Food Bank/Micah’s is on hold.  They were advised by Cindy Kaufman to 

raise this with the Town Council again in a few months. 

 

The plaque listing all of Trinity’s Pastors will be dedicated on August 27.  Joe Donovan will be 

present.  Theresa will arrange to have a cake and some light refreshments after the service. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Susan asked Council members to review the draft ELCA policy on Social Justice and provide 

our comments directly to the Synod. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Christian Education:  Rally Day is September 17. 

Finance:  Nothing to report.  

Mutual Ministry:  Nothing to report.  Audrey stated there will be a meeting on August 28. 

Outreach:  Melissa provided copies of the new Trinity brochure, which will be handed out at 

Boonsboro Days, along with some light refreshments.  They have asked for volunteers to bake 

cookies for the Fire Department and Rescue Squad for God’s Work/Our Hands on September 11.  

Susan has two large Thank-You posters; Julie will ask everyone to sign them.  The CROP Walk 

is on October 8.  They have 5-6 people signed up so far.  If people want to sign up, they should 

contact Melissa.  If they don’t want to walk, they can provide a donation.  Pastor Ron will make 

an announcement in worship. 

Personnel:  Nothing to report. 

Property:  Nothing to report. 

Stewardship:  Nothing to report. 

Worship and Music:  A meeting is scheduled for next week.  Julie said that they will be 

discussing the timing of the choir entering the church. 

 

Zane stated that this was his last Council meeting, as he will be going away to college in a few 

weeks.  He thanked the Council for the opportunity to serve.  Everyone thanked Zane for his 

insight and participation on the Council.   

 

The meeting concluded at 8:20 p.m. with a prayer for Cindy Hutchinson’s brother-in-law and for 

Neida Otto.  All joined in the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Foster 

Secretary 

 

OUR NEXT MEETING IS TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 

 

 

 

 

 


