
TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 6, 2017 

 

 

Members Present:  

Pastor Ron Schlak, Susan Layos, Tim Panther, Theresa Foster, Karen Tribbett, Julie Williams, 

Melissa Schwalbe, Cindy Hutchinson, and Keith Lefler.   

 

Susan called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Theresa offered a devotion.  Cindy will do the 

devotion at the July 11 meeting. 

 

MINUTES AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 

The Minutes from our April meeting were reviewed with no corrections. 

 

There were no Financial/Treasurer’s Reports from John Talley, Tony Nally and Lisa Piston. This 

was due to our meeting being rescheduled to a week earlier than normal. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT 

A written report was submitted, with the following issues for discussion: 

** The computer has been fixed, at a nominal cost of $75. 

** Pastor Ron will be on vacation July 13 to July 22.  He will find a Supply Pastor. 

** Susan Brown will be on vacation June 14 and 16 and September 6 and 8. 

** Pastor Ron has received information on the Crop Walk, which is held in September.  The 

South County Food Bank is one of the primary recipients of the proceeds from the Crop Walk.  

He will ask for someone to lead this effort at the worship service on Sunday. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Theresa provided an update on the Call Committee and received approval to use Trinity funding 

for travel reimbursement for interviewing candidates. 

 

Susan received a Thank-You Note from Pastor Ed Heim, Chair of the committee planning the 

Reformation 500-anniversary activities, for our $500 donation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Synod Assembly:  Tim and Pastor Ron reported on the Synod Assembly they attended last week.   

There were several workshops available on a variety of topics, including social justice, racial 

diversity, ecological issues, immigration and refugee issues, and financial programs.  The 

Forward in Faith campaign was instituted by the Synod, which includes four areas:  discipleship, 

connectedness, communication and leadership.  To date, 30% of the congregations are 

participating; they are looking for greater participation.  The goal is to raise $2.5 million; $2 

million for ELCA world missions and $0.5 million for the Delaware-Maryland Synod programs.  

Lastly, the Synod has a Mission Investment Fund, in which local congregations can invest.  Tim 

will discuss with John Talley the possibility of moving our investments to this Fund.  Tim 

mentioned that the Synod has resource personnel that are available to help the congregations in a 



variety of areas.  A summary report will be prepared on the Synod Assembly and will be 

published in the HiLites Newsletter. 

 

Trinity Constitution:  Theresa has updated our Constitution to reflect changes required by the 

Delaware-Maryland Synod.  Melissa made a motion to approve the changes; Julie seconded; all 

voted in favor.  The next step is to have the Congregation review and approve the document.  

This will be done at the next Congregational meeting. 

 

Council membership:  Zane Poffenberger will be leaving to go to the college in August.  Names 

were mentioned as possible replacements.  Cindy will contact them to determine their 

availability.  Also, Susan suggested that we have the second-year Confirmation Students attend 

at least one Council meeting.  All agreed this was a good idea. 

 

Together in Christ: ELCA Strategies through 2025:  Susan provided copies for our review and 

discussion at a later meeting. 

 

Roberts Rules of Order:  We should be using these at our meetings and at the Congregational 

meetings. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Christian Education:  Vacation Bible School has enough volunteers.  Twelve children 

participated in the First Communion instruction this week. 

Finance:  Nothing to report. 

Mutual Ministry:  Audrey provided a written report. 

Outreach:  They are finalizing the brochure for Boonsboro Days.  They are also working on 

ideas for God’s Work/Our Hands.  Since this year it falls on the anniversary of 9/11, Susan 

suggested that we provide a meal or cookies to the local first responders.  Keith suggested that 

cookies would be more appropriate. 

Personnel:  Nothing to report. 

Property:  Nothing to report. 

Worship and Music:  Meeting will be held on June 11. 

 

Keith made a motion to conclude the meeting; Melissa seconded; all voted in favor. 

The meeting concluded at 8:15 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Foster 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 


